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1697. to Dr. Martin Lifler, Fellow of the College of 
Phyficians and Royal Society ; concerning Two Roman 
Altars lately found in the North of England : With 
Notes on the fame by Tho. Gale, D. D. and F. R.S. 
VII. Of the Generation of Eels. By Mr. Benjamin Alien. 
VI! I. Account of a Book, Philip pi Cluverii. Intro - 
duPlio in ZJniverJam Geograph iam, tarn Veterem quam 
Novam Tabulis Geographic is XLVI. ac Not is oltm Or- 
tiata a Joanne Bunone ; jam vero Locuplctata Add it a- 
mentis C° Annotation!bus Job. Frid. Hekelii & Joh. 
Reiskii in Quarto. Amjl. Typis Joannis Wolters. 
Londini Prcjiant apud Sam. Sam. Smith & Benj. Wat¬ 
ford in Ccemeterio D. Pauli. 1697. IX. An Account 
of Books lately Printed, or now Printing at the Thea¬ 
ter in Oxford. 


1 . Part of a Letter from Mr. John Ray, F.K S. 
to Dr. Sloane, dated June 90 >£97- com¬ 

municating Two Ohfervations , the one concern^ 
ing the Ejfe&s of a poyfonous Root , the other 
concerting the Vertnes of the Leaves of h'em* 
lock. 

S ince I undetftand you are concerned in th. 1 Philo¬ 
sophical Tranfa&ions, I fhall lend you an Observa¬ 
tion or Two I lately received fiom D r. Nathan/elWood, 
a Phyfictan in Kilkenny in Ireland ; which, if you think 
fit, may be thereinto infer ted. The Firft is this, A 
certain Woman eating by miftake fome Roots (as he 
fuppofes) of common Hemlock among Parfnips, was 
immediately feized with Raving and Madnefs, talk'd 
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obfcendy, and could not torbear Dancing, on which 
exercife ihe was lb intent, tnat (lie would willingly 
have given her Cow lor a Bagpipe. Thus Ihe conti¬ 
nued lor lbme time* till at length (he was taken wnth 
Epileptick Fits, of which Difttmper, be,ng committed 
to my Charge, (he w^as foon cured by the common 
Method, and has now for (everal Years lived in perfebf 
Health. What Quantity (he eat is not known but on 
her growing Mad, (ome (uch thing was (ulpe&ed, and 
on learch, a piece of Hemlock Root was found on her 
Trencher. So far the Did or. Howbeir, i am. in (ome 
doubt, whether it w'as really the Root of Hemlock 
U'hich this Woman did eat, and which had this Effedt 
upon her, and not (ome other, tecaufe i. Jo. Bauhine 
Hifl. Plant. Tom 3. Part x. Pag 181. relating Two 
parallel Stories of Two (everal Families in Monthelgard, 
during his abode there, which were in like manner in¬ 
toxicated by eating of Roots, which they took to be 
Parfheps, and which he himklf cured; is of Opinion 
that they were the Roots of Wild Cicely commonly 
called by the Vulgar hereabout Covo weed , becaufe Kine 
in the Spring time willingly eat it, by Herbalifts in 
La tine, Cicutaria Vulgaris , or Myrrhis Sylveflris ; be- 
caule (faith He) the Roots of it are more like to Park 
neps, ihan thofe of Cieuta or Hemlock , and becaufe 
this Plant was abundantly more frequent in the Gardens 
thereabout then Hemlock, x. That skilful HerbsM, 
my much tfleemcd Friend Mr. James Petiver 2 flared 
me. That being in Company with one Mr. Henley , sn 
ingenious Friend and Neighbour of his, he law him eat 
Three or-Four Ounces of Hemlock- Root.- without the 
leaf! Harm, whereupon he hirnfelf was encouraged to 
do the i.ke, eating about half anOunce. They tailed 
(omewhat hke the Root of Seleri, or Sweet Smdiage, 
and he perceived no ill ETedt or Inconvenience from 
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the eating of them. 3. The common People general¬ 
ly believe that the Roots which caufe thefe Symptoms, 
are no other than old Parfneps , which have continued 
fome Years in the Ground, and therefore call them 
Madneps. For my Part, I am not yet latisfied what 
Roots they are, and Ihould be glad to receive Satisfa¬ 
ction from others. 

The other Oblervation I fhall give you in his own 
Words, without making any Reflections upon it. A 
Gentleman of my Acquaintance, having a Horle which 
he highly valued, troubled with that ftubborn Difeafe 
they call the Fajrcy, employed leveral ufually efficaci¬ 
ous Medicines, infuccesfully. At length, one Day riding 
abroad on this Horle to take the Air, and being in Dif- 
courfe with a Gentleman he met in a Place where grew 
a great quantity of Hemlock, he obferved that the 
Horfe began to feed thereon, but checked him at pre¬ 
lent, and was returning home; when calling to mind, 
that fome Animals are lomerimes dire&ed by what they 
call Inftinft to proper Remedies, he rode back to the 
lame Place, where the Horle again refufed the Grafs, 
and fell aboard the Hemlock, greedily eating it up. 
On which within Three or Four Days his Seres dried 
up and he recovered very faft. From whence it appears 
that the Leaves at leaft of Hemlock are not noxious 
to fome Animals, but rather falutary. The Seeds alfo 
fome Birds, as in our Obfervations Bullards, will gree¬ 
dily eat. 
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